
  



 

 
Addi�onal ques�ons that may help you to dra� your personal statement/research statement: 
 
Describe your previous research experience – what was the ques�on you were pursuing, how 
did you try to answer that ques�on, what did you find, what are the future ques�ons to be 
answered?  What was your role in the project?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Why are you interested in this par�cular graduate/professional program?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Why is this your research interest area?  Describe what mo�vates this interest.  Use examples 
from details of your life that might help the commitee understand your mo�va�ons.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Are there any gaps or discrepancies in your academic record that you want to provide context 
for?  (A par�cularly difficult semester, an upward trend in grades, a personal difficulty that 
contributed to issues).  What have you learned or how did you address the issues? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Describe par�cular ways you have contributed to diversity or are willing to contribute. For more 
context, see: htps://c�.vanderbilt.edu/guides-sub-pages/developing-and-wri�ng-a-diversity-
statement/ 
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