
FACULTY CONTINUED 

Stephen Hayes, Esbenshade Assistant Professor of the Practice ofVisual Arts - Drawing, Sculpture 

Paul B. Jaskot, Professor of Art, Art History and Visual Studies and Dept Chair - Modern German Architecture and Art, 
Holocaust Studies, Historical and Cultural Visualization 

Shambhavi Kaul, Associate Professor of the Practice of Filmmaking and Interim Director of Cinematic Arts - Cinematography 

Pedro Lasch, Research Professor ofVisual Arts - Painting, Social Practice, Visual Culture 

Madison Hill, Post-MFA Instructor in Cinema 

Julia K. Mc Hugh, Adjunct Assistant Professor of Art History and Trent A. Carmichael Curator of Academic Initiatives, 
Nasher Museum of Art at Duke Universify - Museum Studies, Ancient and Colonial Americas 

Jennifer Lion, Assistant Professor of the Practice of Filmmaking - Cinematography 

Beverly Mciver, Professor of the Practice ofVisual Arts - Painting and Drawing, Business and the Arts 

Mark J.V. Olson, Associate Professor of the Practice of Art,Art History and Visual Studies and Director of Graduate Studies, 
M.A. Programs -Visual and Media Studies, Medicine and Visual Culture, Historical and Cultural Visualization 

Richard J. Powell,John Spencer Bassett Distinguished Professor of Art and Art History - American, African American, 
and African Art 

Marshall N. Price, Adjunct Assistant Professor of Art History and Chief Curator and Nancy A. Nasher and David J. Haemisegger 
Curator of Modern and Contemporary Art, Nasher Museum of Art at Duke Universify - Modern and Contemporary Art, 
Museum Studies 

Thomas S. Rankin, Professor of the Practice ofVisual Arts/Documentary Studies and Director, MFA in Experimental + 
Documentary Arts - Photography. Documentary Studies 

Raquel Salvatella de Prada,Associate Professor of the Practice ofVisual and Media Arts - Animation, Digital Media, Historical 
and Cultural Visualization 

William Seaman, Professor ofVisua/ Studies - Media Research, Media Art, and Media Theory 

Kristine Stiles, France Family Distinguished Professor of Art, Art History and Visual Studies - Contemporary Art, Visual Studies, 
Trauma Theory. Destruction in Art 

Victoria E. Szabo, Research Professor ofVisual Studies and New Media and Director of Graduate Studies, Ph.D. Program in 
Computational Media,Arts & Cultures - Visual and Media Studies, Digital Humanities, Historical and Cultural Visualization 

Edward Triplett.Assistant Professor of the Practice of Art,Art History and Visual Studies - Romanesque and Gothic 
Architecture, Medieval Iberian Castles and Fortifications, Historical and Cultural Visualization 

Hans J.Van Miegroet, Professor of Art History and Visual Studies and Director of Undergraduate Studies - Social History of 
Early Modern Art and Economics,Art and Markets 

Juan L Velazquez, Post-MFA Instructor in Visual Arts 

Gennifer Weisenfeld, Professor of Art History and Visual Studies and Director of Graduate Studies, Ph.D. Program in Art History 
& Visual Culture - Japanese Art and Architecture,Visual Culture, Design History 

Augustus Wendell, Assistant Professor of the Practice of Computational Media - Computational Aesthetics, Agent-based 
Modeling, 3D Spatial Simulation, Computational Performing Arts 

Annabel J. Wharton, William B. Hamilton Distinguished Professor of Art and Art History - Late Ancient Culture, Modern 
Architecture,Theory and Criticism, Architectural Theory 

ART, ART HISTORY 
& VISUAL STUDIES 

Undergraduate Programs in Art, Art History & Visual Studies 

2023-2024 

aahvs.duke.edu/undergraduate 

The Department offers undergraduate degrees in Art History, Art History + Visual Arts, 
Visual Arts, Visual & Media Studies, and Computational Media; Concentrations in 
Architecture, Cinematic Arts, and Museum Theory & Practice; and Minors in Art History, 
Cinematic Arts, Photography, Visual Arts, and Visual & Media Studies. 

Visual Arts courses offer directed experiences in the practice of the visual arts, 

enhancing the understanding of art both within the history of culture and as 

individual human achievement. Department offerings emphasize the analysis and 

articulation of visual concepts and processes as they relate to a broader education 

in the humanities and sciences. A Major or Minor in visual arts can provide the 

foundation for further study in various areas of the visual arts. It may prepare the 

student for further training as an artist, teacher, or architect, as well as in related 

fields such as advertising or design. 

Art History is the study of works of art in the context of the broader social, 

political, and intellectual cultures of which they are a part. Studying art history 

develops the ability to evaluate and organize information, visual as well as verbal; 

it also enhances the faculties of creative imagination, precise observation, clear 

expression, and critical judgment. Students of art history acquire a sophisticated 

understanding of the theory and practice of artistic production and reception. 

Art history's emphasis on careful observation, the ordering of diverse sorts of 

information, expository writing, and scholarly research makes it a good general 

preparation for advanced study or any profession. 

Visual & Media Studies concern all aspects of the production, circulation, and 

reception of visual images in culture, science, and society. Studies in visual culture 

engage students in the analysis of the rhetoric and semiotics of images, providing 

access to how visual meaning is socially, politically, and culturally constructed and 

received.Visual studies enable students to interpret the representations that shape 

the visual constructs of a particular society, to consider how systems of visual code 

differ from culture to culture, and to think through how the symbolic constructions 

of life organize how one sees, understands, and participates in natural and 

social environments. 
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